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Who supports community organizations?
Hello everyone! Well, being that this is the
November edition of my articles bestowed
upon me as the President of the Chamber, I
am sad to inform you that I will only have
the privilege of writing one more for all of
you that read!
It has been a great year for the
community, and as the holidays approach us
things will only get busier for most of us.
One little thing I would like to remind

everyone about, this community has so
much to offer when you begin your holiday
shopping list.
I encourage all of you to start your search
locally. Browse the shops here in town before
getting behind that computer screen!
If you recall, some of my earlier articles
expressed the importance of shopping
locally. Still, one of the biggest things that hit
home for me was the sign that said “Amazon

does not support your daughter’s soccer
team, local businesses do.”
So when you are about to begin that
Christmas shopping list, remember that. We
are a community and we should be
supporting each other to keep this
community great. Until next month, have a
happy Thanksgiving! I'll be back in
December for my final piece de resistance!
Thanks for reading!

KRIS MUSGRAVE

Chamber Chair
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SEE MORE INSDIE!

CANDIDATES SPEAK OUT

Liberal USD No. 480 School Board candidates share their views during the
Chamber of Commerce Candidates Forum Oct. 22.The Chamber also hosted the
City Commission Candidates Forum Oct. 24. Both forums were a service provided
by the Chamber to help keep voters informed of the positions of the candidates
and the visions for the future of the community.Courtesy photo
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Be sure to list your
important events on the
Chamber’s online calendar.
Just follow the prompts to this
website and post your events.
wwwwww..lliibbeerraallkksscchhaammbbeerr..ccoomm

Byron Bird & Associates
Chtd.

Certified Public Accountants
Income Tax • Computer • Estate • Bookkeeping •

Auditing
624-1994

Scantlin’s Furniture
& Carpet, Inc.

Flexsteel • Stanley • Sealy • Howard Miller • Bassett •
Pulaski • Flex A Bed • Others

211 S. Washington • 624-3859

Don Witzke
Associate Broker
624-1212

Landmark Center • 307 N. Kansas

Rozelle Webb
Chamber CEO

The Southwest Kansas Chambers
initiative to provide Affordable Health Care
for our member businesses continues to be
on track.  Southwest Kansas Chambers
include the towns of Liberal, Garden City,
Dodge City, Ulysses, Hugoton, Scott City
and Colby.  Businesses in each of these
towns who were interested in providing
Affordable Health Insurance to its
employees have completed the first step by
filling out health questionnaires.
The results of the Affordable Health Insurance

Questionnaires are as follows:
• 1200 total health questionnaires were submitted

from business owners & employees.
• 235 is the total number of businesses from the 7

communities
• 174 of those businesses have less than 5

employees
• 55 of those business have 5-25 employees
• 6 of those businesses have more than 25

employees
• 57 is the total number of businesses from Liberal
We are looking forward to announcing the

premiums in a few days.  We appreciate everyone
who took the time to fill out the questionnaires.

The Liberal Chamber Welcomes Apergy
UNBRIDLED ESP Systems 
Apergy UNBRIDLED ESP Systems recently cut

the ribbon on their new facilities located at 1610
West Pancake.  The Chamber welcomes them as a
new chamber member and are excited that they
have decided to expand their business in Liberal.
Apergy is a complete ESP services and equipment

provider, dedicated to optimizing field production
and mitigating operational risk for each client.  The
firm’s purpose-built ESP systems feature the
complete downhole pumping unit and the industry’s
most advanced surface control system and web-
based remote monitoring service-a comprehensive
production solution with a track record of
performance.
Apergy UNBRIDLED ESP Systems partners with

oil and gas operators to manage production in the
most challenging well conditions, including high flow
rates (up to 20,000 BPD), horizontal or highly
deviated wellbores, and deep, high-temperature
wells.  UNBRIDLED ESP Systems is headquartered
in Broken Arrow, Oklahoma, with sales and service
centers in the Permian, Rockies, and Mid-Continent
regions of the United States.  Apergy UNBRIDLED
ESP Systems has been awarded the ISO 9001:2015
QMS Certification for Sales and Service

Surveys provide insight to health insurance
needs for Southwets Kansas businesses

Holiday Inn Express General Manager Victoria Hockett and her staff officially cut the ribbon on the new hotel during a ceremony Oct. 1 with
Chamber of Commerce ambassadors and other hotel staff looking on. L&T photo/Elly Grimm

HOLIDAY INN EXPRESS CUT RIBBON



Walmart cuts the ribbon on their newly remodeled and expanded Electronic Department.  Courtesy photo
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Seward County Labor Force-9,732
Employed - 9,455 • Unemployed - 277

SEPTEMBER UNEMPLOYMENT

ELECTRONIC EXPANSION AT 
WALMART

ELECTRONIC EXPANSION AT 
WALMART
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RIBBON
CUTTINGS

Ribbon Cutting and Open House
November 7     

Truck Center Companies
1150 E. Highway 54
Public is invited to attend the 
Ribbon Cutting at 5:00 pm

and stay for an evening of fun.
Country singer, Dylan Bloom will provide music 

6 pm to 9 pm.
There will be Food Trucks available 

A note from Julie L. Lorenz, Secretary of Transportation,
Kansas Department of Transportation
We had a great turnout for our first round of Local

Consult meetings this summer, hearing from more than
1,100 Kansans as we talked about what transportation
in Kansas might look like in 2045. Now, as promised,
we are coming back out for a second round of meetings
this fall. 
These local consult meetings will inform the State’s

next Long Range Transportation Plan, the planning
document that guides investments from 2020 to 2045.
That document also shapes the State’s next 10-year
transportation program, known as FORWARD. As we
develop the program, your input will be critical.
We invite you to participate in the upcoming Local

Consult meetings to help us build on the discussions
this summer as we discuss the transportation assets in
each region of the state and work with stakeholders to
identify regional priorities, including highways. 
Tuesday, November 19, 2019 – Southwest D-6

Liberal, Kansas
1:30 – 4:30 PM
Seward County Community College, Student

Wellness Building
(Attached to Student Union)
1801 North Kansas Ave.
Liberal, Kansas 67901

Let KDOT
know your
concerns for
transportation

NEED A GIFT IDEA OR
EMPLOYEE BONUS?

70
These certificates are good at MORE THAN

Available at the Chamber Office
at 4 Rock Island Road

GIVE A CHAMBER GIFT CERTIFICATE!

Businesses
in Liberal

Certificates can be purchased in any $5 increment
amount. Call, 624-3855, or fax, 624-8851 or e-mail
rozelle@liberalkschamber.com to place your order and

they will be ready for pick-up at your convenience.
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The Citywide Holiday Open
House in Liberal is the kick-
off event for holiday shopping.
This is your opportunity to do
your holiday shopping right
here in Liberal to show appre-
ciation to our local businesses
who support our schools and
community throughout the
year.
It will kick-off Thursday

night from 5 – 8, continue
Friday and go through 3 pm
on Saturday .
The Liberal Chamber of

Commerce and the Liberal is
Oz-some committee have put
together a plan to create
traffic for those business who
are participating.  Shoppers
will have the opportunity to
win a Grand prize shopping
spree package to the
participating businesses. 
• Cards will be available at

each of the participating
business.  Each card has the
participating businesses listed
on it.  
• Shoppers will pick up a

card at the first business they
visit then go to each business
listed on their card, and have
their card marked.  
• In order to be registered

to win a Grand Prize,
shoppers must turn their card
in at the Chamber office on
Friday, Nov. 7,  9 am-5 pm; or
Saturday 2-4 pm.

Holiday
season
begins
with 
city-wide
Open
House



The Liberal Chamber’s Calendar for
2020 will feature a different man or
woman from our community on each

month. 
Do you know a person who has worked to make Seward County a

better place to live, work and play? If so, please nominate that

person. Criteria for the “Men & Women of Distinction” include any
of the following:

• Contibution to community welfare;
• Participation in community affairs;
• Leadership ability; or
• Evidence of personal or business progress.
Contact the Chamber of Commerce at 624-8851 or stop by the

Rock Island Depot for a nomination form.

• Braum’s Ice Cream & Dairy
• Fire Heart Games •

Freddy’s Frozen Custard and
Steakburgers • Glazer’s
Distributors of Kansas •
Jayhawk Roofing and Sheet

Metal Inc. • Myriad Machine
• Patterson Carpet Cleaning •

Scheopners Water
Conditioning 

• Squeaky Clean Car Wash
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Renewing their commitment to the

Liberal Chamber of Commerce
Businesses continue to support the Chamber by
renewing their memberships throughout the year. 

October renewals include:

Chamber seeking nominations for 
‘Men & Women of Distinction’ 2020 Community Calendar

Teacher of the Month 
The Liberal Chamber of Commerce presented the October Teacher of the Month to Claire Thompson, a music
teacher at Prairie View Elementary School. Claire(left) is pictured with her principal, Kendra Haskell. Congratulations,
Claire. Courtesy photo

BUSINESS OVER BREAKFAST
SCCC Student Union, 
Room SU214E/W

7:30 a.m. to 8:45 a.m.
Cost: $15

Keeping Up with
Employment Law 

This Business Over Breakfast topic is designed
to assist small business owners and HR

professionals in handling various Hu-man
Resource issues. The presentation will focus on
recent de-velopments in Employment Law with

special emphasis on recent or proposed
statutory and regulatory changes. Shirla

McQueen, a partner at Sharp McQueen Law
Office, will cover a brief review of Human
Resource related laws that apply to business

owners. S. McQueen; CRN#30800; W; Nov. 13
Are. For QUESTIONS or to enroll  CALL 620-

417-1170 OR EMAIL bandi@sccc.edu
Presented by : SCCC Business & Industry

Liberal Chamber of Commerce
Kansas Small Business Development Center
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HOST YOUR HOLIDAY PARTY 
AT THE DEPOT

Are you looking for a place to hold a party?  
Call the Chamber, 624-3855, to check out details for renting our

large room at the depot.

APERGY CUTS RIBBON
Apergy Area Manager Amber Goodman is joined by fellow employees and Chamber Ambassadors as she cuts the ribbon at the business’s new location Tuesday morning in south Liberal. L&T
photo/Robert Pierce
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Date Time Event
Nov. 2-3 French Market-Baker Arts Center
Nov. 5 Vote
Nov. 7 noon Ambassador Meeting
Nov. 7 5:00 pm Ribbon Cutting/Open House at Truck Center
Nov. 7 5-8 pm Citywide Holiday Open House
Nov. 8 All Day Citywide Holiday Open House
Nov. 8 Until 3 pm Citywide Holiday Open House
Nov. 11 Veterans Day-Chamber Office Closed
Nov. 13 7:30 am Business Over Breakfast-Keeping up with

Employment Law
Nov. 18 noon Focus on Future Meeting
Nov. 19 1:30-4:30 pm Highway Meeting
Nov. 20 noon Chamber Board Meeting
Nov. 28 Happy Thanksgiving!  Chamber Closed
Nov. 29 Chamber Office Closed

December 5 Ambassador Meeting

by the numbers ...
Building Permits Issued
(Permits Value)

SEPT. 2019 2019 YTD

Commercial $254,027 $47,523,306
Residential $423,682 $3,646,044

Utilities
SEPT. 2019 SEPT. 2018

Gas Meters 7,177 7,182
Electric Meters ----- 8,595  
Water Meters 6,845 6,865 

Air Transportation
SEPT. 2019 SEPT. 2018

Landings 52 50
Enplanements 537 446
Deplanements 550 436

City/County Combined Sales Tax Collections
YTD. 2019 YTD. 2018

1% sales tax $2,976,556 $2,864,177

SEPT. 2019 SEPT. 2018

1% sales tax $364,158 $310,756

At the Chamber in OCTOBER 2019 …
�We answered --- calls in 22 days in OCTOBER 2019
�We gave out --- referrals and gave out --- rental lists.
�We sold $--- gift certificates
� In October, the Chamber Website had --- views.

Your Chamber of Commerce is working for you!

WHAT’S HAPPENING
Mark your calendar for

these important events


