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With the school year winding
down comes the reminder that
the high school prom is
approaching soon and the
high school kids will be ready
to hit the town.

After one of the girls basketball games there
were promposals happening everywhere! It’s
great to hear that area schools are forging ahead
and offering the students the experience of their
school prom.

Another event that was just held by the Liberal
Rec was the adult prom and what a great event
that was for the adults to get out and enjoy
themselves for an evening.

The gradual reopening and fading of social
distancing is such a refreshing feeling and a day
that some probably felt would never get here.
With that, the Chamber is ready to host our
annual bash event that is always a great evening
to gather and enjoy the food and entertainment.

As many of you know, we were all decorated
and prepared for last year’s event when suddenly
we were notified the day of the event that we
would have to cancel due to COVID. Well,
spring forward a year and we get to bust out our

dancing shoes as we celebrate with this year’s 70’s
theme at the Seward County Activity Center.
Our entertainment this year will include a local
dance troupe and then will follow with some
dancing of our own inspired by the 70’s decade.

As president of the Chamber, I would like to
thank the county for opening up their buildings
once again and allowing us to have our event
there. This is another sign that some sense of
normalcy is back and ready to get back to our
normal lives.

If you’re still interested in attending this year’s
bash, please reach out to Betty or Rozelle at the
chamber and get yourself a ticket(s).

See everyone at the Bash!

BRAD CARR
Chamber Chair

BASH IS BACK FOR 2021

LEGISLATIVE
LUNCH

Sen Ron Ryckman, Sr.,
Rep. Shannon Francis and

Rep. Marty Long
Wednesday,April 14, 2021

Noon at the depot
Lunch will be available. Everyone is invited to attend

and have the opportunity to listen and ask questions on
the current issues in Topeka.

By ROZELLEWEBB
Chamber CEO

Each year the Western Kansas Legislative
Delegation, comprised of constituents from
the towns of Liberal, Garden City, Hays,
Great Bend and Dodge City, makes a trip
to Washington, DC to visit with our legis-
lators. The trip did not take place in 2020
due to the covid pandemic and was also
cancelled in 2021.

Rather than miss another year of taking
Western Kansas to DC, we decided to bring
DC to Western Kansas, and as a result,
Liberal hosted the event.

In addition to the five original delegation
towns, we invited many of the smaller towns
in the western third of the state to come.
110 constituents from 15 towns in western
Kansas were registered for the event.

Congressman Tracey Mann and a total of
10 staff members from the offices of
Congressman Mann, and Senators
Marshall and Moran joined in the
conference. The staffers from DC were very

happy to come back to Kansas for a visit.
They served as panelists at a Breakfast
Briefing which covered eleven issues for the

group. Constituents from each town also
had the opportunity to have town hall
meetings with each legislative office.

Staffers address issues and answer questions during the Breakfast Briefing. From left;
Reid Petty, District Director for Cong.Tracey Mann;Alex Richard, State Director for Sen.
Moran; and Katie Moore, Senior Policy Advisor for Sen. Marshall. Courtesy photo

Legislative leadership comes to Liberal

Congressman Tracey Mann spoke at the Western Kansas
Legislative Conference. Here he is pictured with some of his
team (from left) Brandon Harder, Chief of Staff; Martha Ruiz
Mendoza, Director of Constituent Services and Outreach;
Congressman Mann; and Reid Petty, District Director. Courtesy
photo
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Be sure to list your
important events on the

Chamber’s online calendar.
Just follow the prompts to this
website and post your events.

wwwwww..lliibbeerraallkksscchhaammbbeerr..ccoomm

Byron Bird & Associates
Chtd.

Certified Public Accountants
Income Tax • Computer • Estate • Bookkeeping

• Auditing

624-1994

Scantlin’s Furniture
& Carpet, Inc.

Flexsteel • Stanley • Sealy • Howard Miller • Bassett
• Pulaski • Flex A Bed • Others

211 S. Washington • 624-3859

Don Witzke
Associate Broker
624-1212

Landmark Center • 307 N. Kansas

By JEFF BEALS 
jeffbeals.com

This might not be a pleasant memory but
close your eyes and picture yourself one year
ago.  Remember what you were thinking and
how you were feeling.  The pandemic was
new, and the fear caused by the recently
implemented shutdown was raw.  People
who sell for a living were shell-shocked,
wondering how they would pay bills or keep
their businesses afloat.   

I have written more than a thousand
articles in my career, but a year ago today, I
wrote one of my most important ones.  It
was titled, “How Can You Sell Your Way Out
of This Crisis?”  Here’s a passage:  

The way you do your work now will have a
direct impact on your success later this year. 

Buyers are scared, so they’re sitting on
their hands and putting off decisions.
Because of the market uncertainty, they are
not interested in engaging with sales pros
like us. 

That leads to a second problem – sales
pros start feeling disheartened and then
adopt a defeatist mentality toward their
work. Why should I bother calling anyone
when nobody is willing to make a decision?!!?
If you succumb to such fatalistic feelings,
you’re in trouble. 

This is a time to push forward. Be active
and assertive. This is the time you should be
doing something special for clients, thinking
about new ways to serve clients and devel-
oping new messages to engage people who
aren’t yet working with you. If you take
advantage of this time, you will have a clear

advantage once things settle down. 
During times of crisis, the most successful

people double down, work even harder and
are even more determined. 

At one point in last year’s article, I
unknowingly wrote what would turn out to
be a “money line:” 

The only way you get out of this crisis is to
sell your way out of it!

That simple line became my mantra for
the year 2020.  I posted a printed version of
it on my bulletin board. I repeated that line
countess times to thousands of clients.
Believing in and following that line was a big
reason why my business ended up having a
good year in 2020. 

Looking back at the past 12 months, I’m
convinced that those sales reps, entrepre-
neurs and business leaders who adopted
such a mentality ended up doing well, or at
least they survived (many businesses and
jobs did not).  

So how were people supposed to “sell their
way out of this crisis” last year? 

1. Stay in front of clients and provide a lot
of value. Talk to them. Listen to them. Bring
them new ideas. Make the conversations
about them and not you or your offering. 

2. See yourself as a coach and teacher, not
just a sales pro. A coach or teacher makes
“students” more successful. A sales pro
operating in a coaching role gets clients to
see things from a different perspective and
challenges their thinking when they’re
suffering from fear-induced decision
paralysis. 

3. Focus on steps in the process instead of
the ultimate end. When clients are riddled

with fear, they want to move more slowly.
Just getting a mini commitment out of them
(convincing them to take one more step in
the process) can be a victory during these
times). Even if prospects are taking only
baby steps, they’re at least still moving
forward. 

4. Work on yourself. It’s always important
to sharpen your skills and stay on the cutting
edge of your industry. It’s even more
important now. Elite professionals are
always “training forward.” That means they
study, prepare and get themselves ready for
the next opportunity. 

5. If you have a little extra time during this
crisis, invest in yourself and become stronger
for the good times coming in the not-too-
distant-future. During a down market, lazy
sales reps always fall further behind the
proactive ones! 

At the beginning of the pandemic-driven
shutdown last year, I wanted to be like
Chevy and Kellogg.  

Though the light is shining brightly at the
end of the tunnel, the pandemic is not yet
over, so we must continue selling ourselves
through the crisis. 

But do you want to know something inter-
esting? 

The success techniques used during a
crisis are pretty much the same ones we use
in good times too.  In some ways, it’s always
a crisis. As revenue generators, we must
always be on high alert, because we play a
highly competitive, fast-paced game.  One of
the things the pandemic/shutdown taught us
is to expect the unexpected and power
through the challenges. 

Looking back at last year’s most important advice

FEBRUARY UNEMPLOYMENT



FEBURARY
Sill
committed to
student
success
The Liberal Chamber of
Commerce presented the
February Educator of the Month
to Lindsey Sill, Social Worker at
Seymour Rogers Middle School.
Lindsey(right) is pictured with her
Assistant Principal, Dedre
Schneider. Thank you, Lindsey, for
helping our children to thrive in
school. Courtesy photo
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MARCH
Cain helps

keep
students on

track
The Liberal Chamber of

Commerce presented the March
Educator of the Month to Mindi

Cain, who is a counselor at
Sunflower Elementary.

Mindi(center) is pictured with her
principal, Jon Schneider(left) and

her assistant principal,Teresa
Childress.Thank you, Mindi, for

helping our students get the
proper counseling so they can

succeed. Courtesy photo

CHAMBER RECOGNIZES

EDUCATORS OF THE MONTH
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Stayin’ Alive Back to 1975
Chamber Bash 2021

Celebrating 2020 & 2021
Saturday, April 10, 2021

Seward County Activity Center
Doors Open at 5 pm

Prime Rib Dinner at 6 pm
7 pm - Chamber Recognition Awards for 2020 and 2021

8 pm - 70s Dance Medley presented by Downtown Dance Academy then Everyone can dance to 70s tunes.

To reserve a table, call 624-3855.

To purchase Individual tickets, call 624-3855 or come by the Chamber office.
Tickets are $40 for dinner and dancing.

You do not have to be a chamber member to attend the Bash.

Prizes for:
Best Dressed Individual & Couple and Best Decorated Corporate Table

Presenting Sponsor
National Beef

Gold Sponsors:
Equity Bank
Southern Office Supply
Southern Pioneer Electric

Company
Southwest Medical Center

Silver Sponsors:
Groendyke Transport
Seward County Activity Center
Bronze Sponsors:
Black Hills Energy
Conestoga Energy Partners, LLC
Edward Jones/Skinner
Electric Motors Services Inc
EPIC Touch
Golden Plains Credit Union

Hornung Family Funeral Home
J & R Sand Co Inc
Jury Farrar & Associates, Doctors

of Optometry
KSCB Radio News
Leader & Times / Liberal First
Liberal Good Samaritan
Rocking M Media
SCCC
Seaboard
United Wireless

Versus Signs
CORPORATE TABLE

SPONSORS
American Family Insurance/

Tammy Lenear
Bank of Beaver City
Black Hills Energy
Byron Bird & Associates
Chamber Ambassadors
Cinco de Mayo

Community Concerts
Dreamz Childcare Center
Electric Motor Services
EPIC Touch
Equity Bank
First Southern Baptist Church
Flower Basket
Groendyke Transport
Hay, Rice & Associates
KSCB/The Legend
Leader & Times

City of Liberal
Liberal Good Samaritan Center
Liberal Memorial Library
New Beginnings Church
Scantlin’s Furniture
Seward County Community

College (2 tables)
Seward County Clinic
Seaboard Foods
Seward County
Southern Office Supply

Southern Pioneer Electric Co.
Southwest Medical Center
SPBH
State Farm Insurance
Sunflower Bank
SW Kansas Board of Realtors
USD480
Women’s Specialty Center of

Liberal
Youth Hangout

SPONSORS
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UPCOMING EVENTS
April 1 11 am CB Sports & Outdoor Ribbon Cutting, 202 N. Kansas
April 1 Noon Ambassador Meeting
April 2 Chamber Office Closed for Good Friday
April 4 Happy Easter
April 10 6 pm Chamber Bash at Activity Center
April 14 11:45 am Lunch & Learn at SCCC - Communicating effectively
April 14 Noon Legislative Lunch with Rep. Shannon Francis,

Rep. Marty Long, Sen. Ron Ryckman
April 15 11 am Dreamz Childcare Center Ribbon Cutting, 421 E. 2nd
April 16 1 pm La Sandrita Ribbon Cutting, 114 S. Kansas
April 19 Noon Focus on Future Meeting
April 21 Noon Chamber Board Meeting
May 6 Noon Ambassador Meeting
May 6 6 pm LHS Academic Awards Banquet
June 19 Chamber Challenge Golf Tournament

AVAILABLE AT THE CHAMBER OFFICE,
4 ROCK ISLAND ROAD

These certificates are good at
MORE THAN 70 businesses in Liberal
and can be made in any $5 increment

amount starting at $20.
Call, (620) 624-3855, or fax (620) 624-8851

or e-mail info@liberalkschamber.com
to place your order and they will be ready for

pick-up at your convenience.

Say thanks to

’MOM’
with a Chamber Gift

Certificate

RIBBON
CUTTINGS

April 1
11 am

CB Sports & Outdoor
202 N. Kansas

April 15
11 am

Dreamz Childcare Center
421 E. 2nd Street

April 16
1 pm

La Sandrita Antojitos
Mexicanos

114 S. Kansas

Everyone is invited to attend
all ribbon cuttings.
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INA Alert Sales Specialist Chris Landrum cuts the ribbon to signify the company’s plan
to expand into Southwest Kansas with Chamber of Commerce ambassadors looking
on. Landrum said he is excited to see the company expand to help people in Southwest
Kansas. L&T photo/Elly Grimm

Chamber Ambassadors join Liberal Area Coalition for Families Director Sarah Mersdorf-Foreman in cutting the ribbon Thursday for the new community food pantry at First Baptist Church.
L&T photo/Robert Pierce

SpotOn Accounts Executive Dylan
Braun cuts the ribbon to signify
SpotOn’s working in Liberal during a
ribbon-cutting ceremony at Rock
Island Depot Thursday morning.
Braun said he is excited to continue
working in the area, having worked in
Liberal and Guymon, Okla. for the
past year. L&T photo/Elly Grimm

CUTTING RIBBONS
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by the numbers ...
Building Permits Issued
(Permits Value)

FEB.. 2021 2021 YTD

Commercial $68,170 $493,620
Residential $173,957 $249,880 

Utilities
FEB.. 2021 FEB.. 2020

Gas Meters 7,338 7,337
Electric Meters 8,346  8,658
Water Meters 6,861 6,855 

Air Transportation
FEB.. 2021 FEB.. 2020

Landings 42 48
Enplanements 257 418
Deplanements 216 445

City/County Combined Sales Tax Collections
YTD. 2021 YTD. 2020

1% sales tax $697,727 $677,177

FEB. 2021 FEB. 2020

1% sales tax $372,935 $353,820

At the Chamber in MARCH 2021 …
■ We answered 300 calls in 23 days in MARCH 2021
■ We gave out 188 referrals and gave out 17 rental lists.
■ We sold $215 in gift certificates.
■ Our website had 7,546 views.

Your Chamber of Commerce is working for you!

• A T & T
• Best One Tire
• Epic Touch
• Faith Tabernacle
• First United Methodist Church
• French Construction, LLC
• Isabel’s Cleaning Service
• Liberal is Oz-some Campaign
• Mariscos Sinaloa
• Mi Dulce Mexico Event Design &

Boutique
• Olivas Auto Center LLC
• Rapid Fit Health Club
• Service Master Rapid Response
• Seward County Community

College
• Seward County Development

Corporation
• Southwest Roofing LLC
• Westlake Hardware

New Members:

SpotOn, Dylan Braun

6300 S. Fiddlers Green Circle

Tower, Ste 1330, Greenwood Village,

CO 80111

Snider Motorsports, Rick McElroy,

524 E. Pancake Blvd. 

Liberal, KS  67901

CB Sports and Outdoors, Chris and

Brandie Chaffin, 202 N. Kansas

Liberal, KS  67901

Renewing their commitment to the 
Liberal Chamber of Commerce

Businesses continue to support the Chamber by renewing their memberships throughout the year. 

March renewals include:


