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God Bless America – Land that I love!
Stand beside her & guide her
Through the night with a light from
above.
Through the mountains – to the prairies
To the ocean, white with foam
God Bless America, my home sweet
home!

— Song by Irving Berlin

This month it is important to be
reminded that we are united as
Americans no matter what our race,
color or creed! We are fortunate to be
living in the land of the free!

Please join me in praying for our
country, our communities and our
neighbors. During our Pandemic crisis,
we need to stay united not divided!

Let’s enjoy the fireworks, the baseball
games and all of the American traditions
of the 4th of July celebration this year. It

is one of my favorite times of year. It
brings me back to my youth where all
the neighboring town kids would come
to Menno, S.Dakota for the 4th of July
parade and carnival. There would be
music, carnival

food (of course) and a lot of
camaraderie. Why? To celebrate

Independence Day!
Again, please remember – we are

blessed to be living in the land of
the free and the home of the brave.

CELESTE DONOVAN
Chamber Chair
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LAND OF THE FREE

NEW EDUCATORS BREAKFAST
August 18, 2020, 6:45 a.m. - 8:15 a.m.

The Liberal Chamber of Commerce will again host their
annual New Educator’s Breakfast on August 18 where we
welcome between 60 and 70 new USD 480 and SCCC teachers
to our community. Businesses are welcome to participate and
meet these instructors (potential customers) who are new to our
area. Chamber businesses can sponsor the event for $300.

Business representatives can also host a teacher by purchasing
their breakfast ticket for $15.

As their host, you introduce yourself, your business and the
teacher. Businesses also have the opportunity to put items like
pens, mugs, coupons or other items which contain your logo in
the teacher’s goodie bags. If you would like to participate, call
the chamber office at 624-3855.

When it comes to this
race, you better

Duck Festival
Coming
Sept. 26
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Be sure to list your
important events on the

Chamber’s online calendar.
Just follow the prompts to this
website and post your events.

wwwwww..lliibbeerraallkksscchhaammbbeerr..ccoomm

Byron Bird & Associates
Chtd.

Certified Public Accountants
Income Tax • Computer • Estate • Bookkeeping

• Auditing

624-1994

Scantlin’s Furniture
& Carpet, Inc.

Flexsteel • Stanley • Sealy • Howard Miller • Bassett
• Pulaski • Flex A Bed • Others

211 S. Washington • 624-3859

Don Witzke
Associate Broker
624-1212

Landmark Center • 307 N. Kansas

MAY 
UNEMPLOYMENT

ROZELLE WEBB
Chamber CEO

After much deliberation, the Liberal
Chamber of Commerce Board of
Directors has made the decision to by-
pass the 2020 Bash.  If at all possible,
we are planning to have the best Bash
in March, 2021.  The 70’s theme will
remain the same in 2021, so we’re
asking everyone save your decorations
and your 70’s duds and we’ll celebrate
“Stayin’ Alive in ‘75” next spring.

We will issue revised tickets to replace the original
ones in the spring.

We appreciate everyone’s patience and support as we

navigate our way through
the coming months.
We are planning to hold our annual Duck Festival on

September 26, in Light Park.  Our little ducks have
been cooped up all year and are ready to get out and
have some fun!  Aren’t we all??  We are looking forward
to having a great day in the park with vendors, games
and of course the big race.  

In the coming weeks we will be hosting Bazaar Days,
a candidate forum for those running for Seward
County Commission and the New Educator’s
Breakfast welcoming our new teachers to our
community.  We invite you to become involved in these
events.

As always, we are here to help your business thrive.
Call us, 624-3855, with your questions and
suggestions.  

Update on Bash
2021 will be groovy
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The ribbon cutting celebrates the new ownership of the Landmark Center by Todd Stanton. Lidia Hook-Gray and Todd Stanton prepare to cut the ribbon on the recently opened Images of
Kansas Avenue exhibit in the Landmark Center. L&T photo/Elly Grimm

The ribbon is cut on the new food bank located at South Church of God at 635 S.Washington.The project came about due to food insecurity in the south part of town, and South Church of
God Pastor Presephoni Fuller and coordinator Debra Huddleston said they are excited for the project to get going in Liberal.The project is being supported by the Liberal Area Coalition for
Families. L&T photo/Elly Grimm

SOUTH CHURCH FOOD BANK

IMAGES OF KANSAS AVENUE AT THE LANDMARK CENTER

RIBBON CUTTINGS
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By ROBERT PIERCE
• Leader &Times

In her travels, one of the things Ada Linen-
broker loves to do is visit flea markets. For
some time now, she has wanted to bring one
to Liberal, but she has never had enough free
time to organize a market.

Recently, she approached Seward County
Development Corporation Director Eli
Svaty, Seward County Administrator April
Warden and others who made up a
committee with the idea to bring an event to
Liberal’s downtown area to help struggling
businesses and restaurants.

Linenbroker said this would be an appro-
priate time, given a new barbecue restaurant
is set to open likely in July on East Second
Street near the Rock Island Depot.

Linenbroker said initially plans for an
event were initially discussed for using the
plaza at the fountain near the Landmark
Center. Unfortunately, these discussions
came just as the COVID-19 pandemic had
started, and much of what was taking place
came to a halt.

Linenbroker said she later started getting
calls from people, and she had already got
permission from the City of Liberal to use
the park just to the east of the Depot for a
flea market.

“They had approved it and said I could go
ahead and do that,” she said.

Linenbroker also talked with Liberal City
Manager Cal Burke to make sure it was still
okay to have the event. After that, she geared
up plans for a flea market, and the first one
will take place Saturday, July 4.

Linenbroker said initially, plans called for
the flea market to run every Saturday
through Sept. 26, but with that being the
date of the Chamber of Commerce’s annual
Duck Race, the final date for this year was
scheduled for Sept. 19.

“It’s going to start at 8 in the morning and
go till 1,” she said. “If they want to stay a
little longer, they’re welcome to. We’re just
going to have a shutoff time at 1.”

The Liberal Farmers Market likewise takes
place every Saturday throughout the
summer months, and Linenbroker empha-
sized the flea market is not an attempt to
compete with the flea market.

“The Farmers Market, the idea with that is
it’s homemade baked goods and produce
down there,” she said. “There’s a few other
vendors. Our idea is this is a flea market, and
at a flea market, you can have anything. You
can do garage sale stuff, antiques and
collectibles. If you have plants or you have
baked stuff, you’re welcome to bring that to
ours too or candy or food, whatever you want

to do. I’m going to see if we can get one of
the food carts to come down and serve
drinks.”

One of the businesses Linenbroker
wanted to help out was Ruffino’s, which was
located next to the Depot, but with the
recent closing of that restaurant, that was
not a possibility.

Linenbroker said she talked to the owners
of Brick House Barbecue, which will be in
the former Scout and Outdoor Shop on
Second Street. She said that restaurant may
not be open in time for the July 4 start date
for the flea market, but it should open not
long after that.

“The nice thing is they’re going to have
their patio right there that faces the flea
market,” she said. “I’m hoping to bring him a
lot of business. I’m planning every day after
we get this thing shut down on walking
across the street and having some great
barbecue and eating in his new restaurant.
We want to help them get a good kickoff and
get business started for them.”

Linenbroker said flea market vendors can
come as little or as much as they want.
Booths are $10 each, and in addition to the
space at the Depot park, since neither the
Chamber nor Ruffino’s is open on Saturdays,
Chamber Director Rozelle Webb has given
the okay to use the space in front of those
buildings if needed.

“We’ve got plenty of room to expand,”
Linenbroker said. “There’s lots of room to
park. The city parking lot over there is open
on the weekends, and you can walk across
the street and park. There’s places along

Railroad where you can park as it comes
around where you can park, so we’ve got
plenty of parking.”

Linenbroker visits flea markets in towns
such as Albuquerque, N.M., and Santa Fa,
N.M., and she loves the wide variety of items
to choose from at those markets.

“You never know what you’re going to
find,” she said.

Linenbroker said discussions about using
the Fourth of July as the first day of the flea
market had taken place, and she heard from
many people who were not planning to travel
for the holiday, making the date very ideal.

“This would be a good day to kick it off
because there’s a lot of things that are going
to be going on in town,” she said. “They’re
going to have an event out at the historical
society out at the museum, and we’ve got the
Bee Jay game that night with fireworks.
We’ve got plenty of other events, but this will
be something early in the morning.”

Linenbroker encourages everyone to visit
both the flea market and the Farmers
Market each Saturday during the summer.

“You can come to both events because it
two different kinds of stuff,” she said. “I think
it’ll be good to get people to come
downtown, and with any of our businesses
that are open on Saturday, you can leave
from the flea market and go over to the
Flower Basket or any of the other businesses
in town.”

Linenbroker said she and Svaty are
working on trying to get some new
businesses to go into some of the empty
businesses downtown.

“We’re promoting economic development
and just trying to give people another thing
to plan to do every Saturday morning,” she
said. “Get up and go to the flea market. Go
get you some breakfast some place, and be
out and about in town.”

As of Tuesday, Linenbroker said she has
already sold six spaces for the first flea
market, and more interest is growing as well.

“People have already e-mailed me back
and said, ‘I want a space,” she said. “I had
some people ask me some questions.”

Linenbroker also coordinates the annual
SPBH Folk Art Festival in December, and
with that event, sales tax has been charged
for purchased items. She said flea markets
must also do this, and this is something she
wants vendors to know.

“I didn’t realize we would have to do it for
the flea market,” she said. “I’ve already got
hold of the state, got my licenses and my
permits to do the stuff we need to do. If this
is your first time to do it and it’s garage sale
stuff, you sale your stuff, and whatever
amount you get, you just have to pay the
sales tax on it. I will have temporary sales tax
forms. You just fill it out, mail a check in to
the state, and you’re done. It makes it super
simple. It’s not complicated.”

Linenbroker herself will have a booth at
the flea market.

“I’m planning to set up,” she said. “I’m
going to be running it every Saturday, and I’ll
have something different either I make or
grow, maybe some of my jewelry. I love the
variety of a flea market. I like collectibles. I
like unusual things, and I like bargains.”

Linenbroker added the flea market is ideal
for those who don’t want to have a garage
sale at their house or those who live outside
of the city limits.

“This is a great way they can load their
stuff up, come down and set up and be done
in four hours and get rid of some stuff and
make a little money,” she said.

Linenbroker said fundraisers for school
groups such as cheerleaders and band, as
well as other groups, are welcome at the flea
market as well. In this way, she said the event
can be used as a way to help everyone in the
community.

Booths can be reserved at the Chamber of
Commerce at 4 Rock Island Road, and more
information can be found by calling Linen-
broker at 620-629-0497.

“You can go in any day during the week at
the Chamber, fill out the form and turn it in,”
she said. “Some people will come every
weekend and set up, but as we get our
regulars over there, we’ll be able to do a little
more about advertising what we actually
have and if we have something special.”

Flea Market coming to Liberal July 4
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The Liberal Chamber of Commerce is hosting a

Seward County Commission
Candidate forum

Thursday, July 9 • 6:30 p.m. to 8 p.m. • Rock Island Depot
This forum will be aired on KSCB 1270 AM, streamed live at liberalfirst.com and on

La Mexicana Rocking M Media.
Candidates include CJ Wettstein and Pierre Lamont for District 1,

Mary Bloomer, Steve Helm and Kris Musgrave for District 5.
The public is invited to attend. Tea and cookies will be provided.

During the forum, written questions will be taken from the live audience.
Also, the public is invited to submit questions by email at

info@liberalkschamber.com and by phone at
624-3855 both prior to and during the forum.

Sponsors for the forum include:
Liberal Chamber of Commerce • Leader and Times

KSCB Radio/The Legend • Rocking M Media
Social distancing will be observed.
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By ROBERT PIERCE
• Leader & Times

Summertime in many rural communities finds people
shopping at local farmers markets, and in Liberal, that is also
the case.

Since 2014, the Liberal Area Coalition for Families has
made the Farmers Market in Liberal possible for consumers
to have central and community access to local homemade
and homegrown fresh produce and products, as well as
vendor opportunities for area farmers, bakers, cooks, food
preservers and artisans of all types.

On May 16, the first of this year’s editions of the Farmers
Markets took place in North Liberal, and coordinator Debra
Huddleston likes what she has seen so far with more editions
taking place in late May.

“It has been good,” she said. “We’ve had a lot of vendors,
and we’ve had a lot of customers.”

The opening of this year’s Farmers Market is taking place
amidst the reopening of Kansas following the COVID-19
pandemic, and Huddleston said market officials are taking
precautions to keep consumers safe.

“We are following the Kansas Department of Agriculture
guidelines, and we have vendor booths 10 feet apart so
people at each booth can observe the six-foot social
distancing,” she said. “The vendors are wearing masks when
they wait on customers. Customers are advised to wear
masks, but not required to. Some vendors have their
products out where the customer can touch them, but most
of the vendors have their products behind them so the
customers can’t touch them, especially produce.”

Despite the adjustments, Huddleston said the Farmers
Market has still seen plenty of business thus far.

“It’s worked out,” she said. “We’re a little lean in the
beginning when we first opened up. We don’t have as many
vendors as we do toward the middle of the summer, so it’s
worked out well. We’ve been able to keep 10 feet apart and
still fit in our area.”

Huddleston said the Farmers Market is seeing its normal
volume in terms of vendors and the types of products for sell.

“We had nine the first market and 12 this last one,” she
said. “We have fresh produce, fresh meat, crafts, homemade
items, plants, baked goods, several vendors selling masks. We
had one vendor last week, and they’ll be back this week, that
had homemade cement flower pots. They’re so colorful and
nice. The pie lady is back. Sue Smith, she has her pies, and
she makes a lot of things. We have salsa. One Way Deli is
selling salsa. We’re thrilled to have salsa back, and I know
that’s probably been a big draw.”

The Farmers Market even has some other unique items
such as soaps, ceramics, jewelry, quilts, aprons, hairbows,
fresh produce and vegetable plants and decorative plants.

Huddleston said what she likes most about the Farmers
Market is what it provides to those who come to it.

“Fresh produce, homegrown, Kansas grown fresh produce,
an opportunity to get out and come socialize, be a little
active,” she said. “They were ready to come. The customers
enjoy it so much, and I enjoy it, and I enjoy that they bring
their dogs to the market. They take pictures of the dogs and
post the dogs’ pictures on the market Facebook.”

Some canines have a tendancy to help themselves to any

food they can, but Huddleston said thus far, dogs at the
Farmers Market have not been a problem there.

“They haven’t been a problem so far,” she said. “It’s a place
they can get out and walk around and bring their dog.”

Those wanting a booth at the Farmers Market can call
Huddleston at 620-391-2252.

“I don’t get texts on that phone number, but they can
Facebook message me if they want to,” she said.

The Farmers Market runs from 8 a.m. to noon every
Saturday through September now in its new location.

“It’s right in front of the North Pizza Hut building,”
Huddleston said. “It works very well for us. I think it works

better than even our original location because we’re more
visible to Kansas Avenue. We have a little more shade since
we have that Pizza Hut building and the trees on the other
side. We just block off that whole area from the Pizza Hut
building all the way down to the Hay Rice building.”

Huddleston said this provides the Farmers Market with all
the area needed for customers.

“The vendors with the trailer, I’ve been putting them down
there beside the Hay Rice building because that works well,”
she said. “The customers can park on either end. They can
park there in front of Hay Rice, or they can park on the lot
on the north side of Pizza Hut in front of El Ranchito.”

Farmers Market open each Saturday
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July 9 Noon Ambassadors Meeting
July 9 6:30 p.m. Sew. Co. Candidate Forum
July 20 Noon Focus on Future Meeting
July 24 7 a.m.-close Bazaar Days
July 25Regular Store Hours Bazaar Days

August 6 Ambassador’s Meeting
August 18 New Educator’s Breakfast
Sept. 26 Duck Festival

WHAT’S HAPPENING

Bring your receipts that are only dated July 24 and 25 to the Chamber
office, 4 Rock Island Road during the following times:
Friday, July 24 – 8 am to 5 pm
Saturday, July 25 – 11 am to 1 pm
Drawing for gift certificates will be Monday, July 27

Bazaar Days

July 24 & 25
Christmas in July!

It’s just like

Shop our local businesses
for great bargains on Friday,

July 24 6 a.m. till closing
and Saturday, July 25 during

regular store hours

AVAILABLE AT THE CHAMBER OFFICE,
4 ROCK ISLAND ROAD

These certificates are good at
MORE THAN 70 businesses in Liberal and can

be made in any $5 increment amount.
Call, 624-3855, or fax,

624-8851 or e-mail info@liberalkschamber.com
to place your order and they will be ready for

pick-up at your convenience.

CELEBRATE SUMMER
WITH A
CHAMBER GIFT
CERTIFICATE
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by the numbers ...
Building Permits Issued
(Permits Value)

MAY 2019 2020 YTD

Commercial $74,500 $12,154,058
Residential $312,122 $985,025 

Utilities
MAY 2020 MAY 2019

Gas Meters 7,314 7,299
Electric Meters 8,399  8,630
Water Meters 6,856 6,866 

Air Transportation
MAY 2020 MAY 2019

Landings 30 53
Enplanements 59 620
Deplanements 34 529

City/County Combined Sales Tax Collections
YTD. 2020 YTD. 2019

1% sales tax $1,619,375 $1,649,303

MAY 2020 MAY 2019

1% sales tax $329,575 $342,894

At the Chamber in JUNE 2020 …
■ We answered 221 calls in 22 days in JUNE 2020
■ We gave out 21 referrals and gave out 13 rental lists.
■ We sold $140 in gift certificates.
■ Our website had 5,889 views.

Your Chamber of Commerce is working for you!

Landmark Center, Todd Stanton
303 N. Kansas, Liberal, KS 67901

INA Alert, Chris Landrum
P. O. Box 96, Ellinwood, KS  67526

La Sandrito Antojitos Mexicanos, Junior Montoya & Sandra Rodriguez
131 S. Kansas Avenue,  Liberal. KS 67901

New Chamber members this month:

• American Title & Abstract Specialists, Inc. • EagleMed • 
Earles Engineering & Inspection • Farmers Insurance Group/Candi Prater •

Genesis Family Health • Kansasland Tire • Liberal Area Coalition for
Families • Liberal Gasket Manufacturing Co., Inc. • Liberal Memorial

Library • Perfect Timing Automotive • Perryton Iron and Metal Recycling
• Scheopner’s Water Conditioning LLC • Seward County • Seward County

Development Corporation • Sharp, McQueen PA • Sunflower Electric
Supply • T & B Towing LLC • Truck Center Companies • UniFirst

Corporation • Village at the Plaza

Renewing their commitment to the Liberal Chamber of Commerce
Businesses continue to support the Chamber by renewing their memberships throughout the year. 

June renewals include:


